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Michael Kennedy’s Italeri F-86

We had thirty-three members and visitors in attendance at the April meeting. There were a number of nice models to check out on the tables and several new kits still in the box to look-over. The meeting was a general meeting with no program scheduled, no contest and very little business to discuss.

Our condolences go out to Gustav Hebrok who lost his wife to cancer after several years of illness.

Gustav gave me a thank you note and asked that his thanks be conveyed to the membership.

“Thanks to all members of the Club for the beautiful flowers for my wife’s final journey and to all the members that sent the condolences through email, cards and phone calls.  Your Support is Appreciated.”  Signed, Gustav H.

We have had five meetings this year.  Dues were due in January as our modeling year runs from January to December.  Some of the individuals that entered the contest were not up to date with your 2011 dues.  If you wish to enter the next contest, you need to pay.  By paying your dues, you get to vote, buy door prize tickets, discuss club plans or concerns and enter our contest.

 The GLUE is usual available on line, so you may print issues for yourself from the web site.  If you get a hard copy, then your dues are expected to be paid. If you sell items at our meetings, the club should get a 10% of your sales for providing you with customers. We of course, expect this to be on the honor system, as no one will watch to see what you sell or how much you charge for those items.

It is good to see Duane Velásquez back at work at Hal’s after his bout with diabetes complications. Now that Duane is back at work some new model kits were in the shop this past weekend.  They were the Airfix TRS-2. and the Airfix HP Hampden, the new Academy F-16C, a Special Hobbies Brewster Buffalo, the Roden Nieuport 24, a Fujimi F-35B and an MPM A-20B Havoc, all in 1/72nd scale.  In 1/48th scale, theAirfix Sea Vixen, and an Italeri Kfir C1/C2 were available. Armor was well represented by the new Academy Merkava Mk IV, 
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Some German Blue Division figures and from Trumpeter some Modern US Logistic Troops. The 1/72nd DML Sd.Kfz 222 with two kits in one box, an LVT A-1, and a KFZ-70 were on the shelves and in 1/48th scale, there was an Italeri KFZ 385 Fuel Truck.
On the Tables

	Modeler
	model
	scale
	Kit used
	Level of progress

	Jim Davis
	F4U1lD
	1/48th
	Otaki
	finished

	
	F4U-1D
	1/72nd
	Hasegawa
	finished

	Carlos Delgado
	C-130
	1/72nd
	ESCI
	finished

	Steve Herren    
	P-51D
	1/48th
	Revell
	finished

	
	F-51D
	1/48th
	Tamiya
	finished

	Michael Kennedy
	F-86
	1/48th
	 Italeri
	finished

	Michael King
	Su22M3
	1/72nd
	Eastern Express
	finished

	
	F2A
	1/72nd
	Airfix
	finished

	Jose Patino
	A-20J
	1/48th
	AMT
	finished

	Scott Sangerhausen
	Mk24 Spitfire
	1/72nd
	Pegasus
	Work in Progress

	Duane Velasquez
	Ryan X-13
	1/72nd
	Mach 2
	Work in Progress

	Jerry Wells
	JD-1C
	1/72nd
	Italeri/conversion
	Finished

	
	XF10-F
	1/72nd
	Amiguard
	Work in progress


Jose Carlos Diaz visited the club.  He stopped by the Basset show in November and was invited by Mike Garcia to stop by and visit with us.  He brought a scratch built paper school bus as a work in progress.  Welcome to Jose and we hope that you will attend again and become a member of our group.
We still have shirts and baseball caps for sale.  These have the club logo on them and at least three or four of you have you name on your polo shirt. Caps are $10.00 and the shirts are $15.00, (with name $20.00.) 

Dave Lutman, Jack Callaway and Joe Roper donated, books, kits and magazines to the club for door prizes or to take as you desired. Thank you gentleman, for you support.

Now for the models and kits at the meeting.

 Roy Lingle had the new Merkava MkIV from Academy and his opinion of the kit were not too favorable, as the kit act does not  portray the vehicle as it will be when in service but the prototype, 

Or that seems to be the consensus of those armor builders in the know.

Mike Garcia brought three nice ship kits in the box to show.  He had the Dragon Greaves Class DD 484. The Trumpeter Z-25 Destroyer and the DE USS England, DE 635.  All were in 1/350th scale.

Bring a Model and Bring a Friend to the next meeting.
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Michael Kennedy finished his Italeri F-86 in the Sky Blazers markings. Some great work by Michael.
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Jerry Wells nice JD-1C

Jerry Wells brought a JD-1C drone controller built form the Italeri kit.  This was a conversion but I am not sure if he scratch built the required parts or used a conversion kit.  Some every nice work from Jerry.
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Another of Jim Davis’s two of a kind
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Jim Davis had another of his Two of the same Plane efforts to show.  He used the Otaki kit for the 1/48th scale model and the Hasegawa 1/72nd scale kit for his smaller effort.  Nice work from, Jim

Dennis Cramer had the start of a road grader in his usual medium, wood. This looked to be about 1/12th scale, but I will get more details as he brings effort as a work in progress.
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Scott Sangerhausen’s Spit MK22/24

Scott Sangerhausen won a Pegasus kit as a door prize last month.  Did he take it home end put it in the stash, no way?  Here it is as work in progress.  The decals were either lost from the kit or disintegrated, but Scott is looking for some decals to use to finish the kit.  Anyone have something Scott can use? 
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Jose Patino’s A-20J Havoc
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Jose Patino, one of our Juarez Mexico members had a nice  A20 Havoc to show.  He used the AMT 1/48th scale kit as the basis for one nice looking model.

Another of our Juarez Mexico modelers, Carlos Mendoza had a 1/72nd ESCI C-130 on the tables. 

Some nice work here, also. 
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The C-130 built by Carlos Mendoza.
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Mike King’s Su 22
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Mike King had two models to show at the meeting.  One was an Eastern Express Su22MC which Mike won in the door prize drawings.  The other was an F2A Brewster Buffalo built from the Airfix kit. Both were I 1/72nd scale.  Some more nice modeling from Mike.
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Mike’s F2A

Steve Herren brought two Mustangs to show. One was the old Revell kit and the other the very nice 
Tamiya kit, both in 1/48th scale. Steve reported that he had some trouble with the Revell kit and the Tamiya  kit was a dream to build. The usual report ,so it seems.
Steve’s P/F-51’s.
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Last but least, is Duane Velasquez Ryan X-13 and trailer a Work in Progress.
[image: image17.jpg]



Jack Ratterman’s article on building the JS-3 
 

The JS-3 kit by Tamiya is a pretty good kit in my opinion. I am not sure how old it is but it builds into one impressive model even by today’s standards. There is much surface detail on the turret. This includes the very real look of cast iron as well as weld seams. I could have built the kit right out of the box and it would have sat proud on any judging table, but with so much after market material out there I had to go that route. 

 

I started with the lower chassis as most armor kits dictate. I put the road wheels together and sanded them to a rough finish. I added the Fruel metal tracks and sprocket set because I wanted the realistic sag of the real track. I glued in some lead weights into the lower hull to give it the weight and feel of a heavy tank. It will allow the model sit down on all the road wheels shoul one or two are not properly aligned.

 

Next, I worked the upper hull and used the Photo Etch set I had picked up for it. I cut off the plastic rear fenders and replaced them with the PE ones. I added the screens and some flat metal parts to the sides of the hull. The set I have has a ton of PE parts to use on this kit including the auxiliary fuel drums. I formed these but they were not quite as round as they should be and I elected not to use them. Therefore, I didn't use the PE brackets for them either. That’s too bad because this allows some very nice detail work to be added with one of them being damaged while the other remains intact. 

 

The plastic kit parts are well detailed and work well in conjunction with the PE parts. I opted to use the kit external fuel drums and once mounted started to prime and pre paint the upper hull. 
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The next part of the construction involved the turret. I used an aluminum barrel purchased from a vender at a local show. This eliminated the need to fill and sand the seam of the kit part. Plus it also looks like a heavy gun more

than the kit part. I added the detail and PE parts I felt comfortable with at this point. I do not use a lot of small PE in my builds because I am not that comfortable working with them. I detail painted the machine gun and set it aside. I primed the turret and the upper and lower hulls and set them aside to dry. Once the upper and lower hulls had the first coat of Dark Green on them I turned to the Fruel Metal tracks. I used a product called Blacken It to start the coloring process. I then airbrushed black to give them a more uniform look. Once dry I began to weather them with Rust and earth colors.

 

Now that I had my overall Dark Green coat on I took a little bit of white paint and lighted the Dark Green just enough to make it look like a subtle faded color of the original. I airbrushed this in a vertical pattern down the turret from top to bottom. I did the same to the upper and lower hull. I went kind of light on the weathering because from what I understand this tank never saw combat. So I wanted more of a representation of it that might suggest it was recently delivered to front line troops. I added a brass antenna mount and carbon fiber antennae from Accurate Armor. These are great. Very realistic and they bend like the real thing if brushed by a low hanging tree branch. I use these on all my armor.

 

I added a wash with The Detailer series acrylics and used a graphite pencil to replicate worn edges on the metal. I used a tank figure from a set of Dragon Armor figures. I painted it with acrylics like the tank and used artist’s oils for the face and hands. I placed a resin tarp from Verlinden across the back deck of the tank to add some color variation and some depth to the kit. 

 

I sprayed Gloss Coat on the turret where I would place the numbers and the Red Soviet Star. Once dry I added the three decals and some solve a set. Once that was dry, I Dull Coated the whole model. Last was the pastel chalk I ground up and used sparingly all over the model to give an impression of wear. I do not Dull Coat my models after applying the pastel chalk as I find it negates the effect I am trying to achieve with the chalks. So this is always my last step after gluing it to the base.

 

Last, I made a base from Styrofoam, plaster bandages, drywall mud on a wooden plaque and finally covered this with Durham’s Water Putty because it does not crack and chip the way the drywall mud and spackle do if they get a little bump. I painted the base with the same colors as the model and then added some more browns making it lighter each time until I dry brushed it with Buff. Once the model was attached the final pastel weathering was accomplished, the machine gun and figure were attached last. 

 

In closing this was a very enjoyable build for me. While there were not a ton of parts in the kit itself I think it can hold its own against newer kits on the market. It goes together extremely well and I would recommend it to any armor modeler.
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Club officers

President…………………….John Estes   IPMS    3498

Vice President……………….Bill Coster    IPMS  32598

Vice President………..  Michael Drapes   IPMS  29229

IPMS Chapter Contact ..Gustav Hebrok   IPMS    4058

Photographer………… Mike Boudreaux   IPMS

Our next meeting is on May1 at 2:00 PM at 7000 Edgemere Boulevard. 

Remaining meeting dates
May 1   

June 5   Contest

July 10






August 3-6 National IPMS Convention

August 7 

August 14 Bassett Place Mall

September 11 
Contest


         

October 2 

November 6 

November13
Bassett Place Mall

                      

December 4   Contest

                      Election of officers

[image: image21.emf]







